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About the Exhibit



JewCE: The Museum and Laboratory of the Jewish Comics Experience

This dynamic exhibition, examining several 
areas of Jewish themes and identities in comics, 
celebrates the powerful fusion of Jewish 
culture, history, and artistic expression through 
the lens of comics and graphic storytelling. The 
exhibit comprises two sections: the Museum 
and the Laboratory. 

The Museum section of the Jewish Comics 
Experience exhibition includes five micro-
exibits that capture a historic moment in Jewish 
comics, recognizing the roots and diversity that 
contribute to this art form, and examining the 
origins of the industry as well as the changing 
face of Jewish comics over the last century. 
The five micro-exhibits include: The Jewish 
Origins of the Comic Book Industry; A Brief 
History of Yiddish Comics; Sephardi Identity 
and Memory in Comics; Mickey Mouse and 
Ashmedai: Hebrew Children’s Publications at a 

Momentous Time, 1945–48; and Jewish Comics 
that Fought against Fascism. The museum 
features original artworks and historical artifacts 
and highlights the evolution of Jewish themes in 
comics, spanning from classic newspaper strips 
to contemporary graphic novels, and examines 
themes of identity, combatting antisemitism, the 
comics industry, and the changing medium. 

The Laboratory section is an immersive 
experience, inviting visitors to craft identity into 
a character visually in hands-on play; learning 
the elements of sequential art; and instructing 
them in the use of iconography to tell stories.  
Picking up the tools of the form, visitors 
immerse themselves in the process, illustrating 
and coloring the walls, using magnetic comic 
components to lay out panels and text, and 
creating characters of themselves in a photo 
superhero booth. 



Sample Floorplan
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Exhibit 1: American Jewish 
Historical Society, origins of comics 

Exhibit 2: YIVO Institute for Jewish 
Research, Yiddish comics

Exhibit 3: American Sephardi 
Federation, Sephardi world of 
comics

Exhibit 4: 
Leo Baeck Institute, Jewish 
responses to fascism 

Exhibit 5: Yeshiva University 
Museum,  Jewish text or Israel in 
comics

Intro Wall: Overview of exhibit as 
text and static imagery on wall, 
with large colorful illustration 
viewable from hallway 

Projection Space: Available for all 
exhibits/organizations. Suggest 
large, colorful imagery or video 
(minimal text), no audio. Intended 
to be ambient and draw people in.

Reading Center: Centrally placed, 
comfortable seating, and easy 
access to reading materials

This gallery Is intended to offer examples and background on Jewish comic book creators and the representation Jewish identity in comic books, both historical and 
contemporary. Gallery A will include an Intro, five independent exhibits, and a Reading Center. 

Projection Space
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Storyboarding: Learning and 
practicing the art of narrative & 
storytelling through storyboarding 
and graphics. Include inking as an 
activity since its an important aspect 
of comics.

Character Building: Goal is to see 
and share yourself in the comic. 
Large format exhibit, visible from 
entry (above stairs)

Iconography: Hands on exhibit, 
asking the audience to express their 
identity through a graphic panel.
Also examples of iconography of 
“Jewishness” in existing comics 
(vintage and contemporary)

Gallery B is intended to be a hands-on experiential gallery with activities.
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Large format exhibit, visible from 
entry (above stairs)

Iconography: Hands on exhibit, 
asking the audience to express their 
identity through a graphic panel.
Also examples of iconography of 
“Jewishness” in existing comics 
(vintage and contemporary)

Gallery B is intended to be a hands-on experiential gallery with activities.



Exhibition Photos























Object List



Key objects available  
to travel, including:

•	Captain America #6

•	Moon Knight #38 p. 25 (1984)

•	Fantastic Four vol.3 #56 p. 18, 20 (2002)

•	RAW Magazine #2 with Maus Insert

Extended object list available 
upon request.



Exhibition Components



JewCE: The Museum and Laboratory of the Jewish Comics Experience
Exhibition components provided by 
the Center for Jewish History:

•	 110 book reading library,  
8 images for reproduction

•	 Print-ready files for wall text, wall 
graphics, and five 4-panel book 
displays for the Museum of the Jewish 
Comics Experience

•	 Optional print-ready files for wall text, 
wall graphics, banners, activity desks, 
and signage for the Laboratory of the 
Jewish Comics Experience

•	 Print-ready files for marketing and 
programming purposes

•	 Center for Jewish History courier 
for unpacking/packing/condition-
reporting and installation

•	 Docent training over Zoom

•	 Draft press release

Borrowing venues provide:

•	 Climate-controlled casework for 
all objects, as per individual lender 
requirements

•	 Printed wall text, wall images, and 
panel displays

•	 Gallery seating as desired by borrower

•	 Fine arts shipping for borrowed 
objects

•	 Shipping of reading library and photo 
kiosks

•	 Any additional couriers as required by 
object lenders

•	 Secure, climate-controlled crate 
storage

•	 Wall-to-wall fine arts insurance

•	 Routine gallery inspection and daily 
object inventory completion while 
exhibition is on view 

•	 CJH Courier travel, accommodations, 
and per diem

Size

•	 2400 square feet

•	 Original Museum of the Jewish 
Comics Experience exhibit size:  
1278 square feet

•	 Original Laboratory of the Jewish 
Comics Experience exhibit size:  
1141 square feet

Cost

•	 $10,000 for Museum of the Jewish 
Comics Experience

•	 $3,000 optional add-on of Laboratory 

of the Jewish Comics Experience

Please direct all inquiries to: 

Sean Naftel

Exhibition Services Manager

snaftel@cjh.org


